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July 12, 2006

Albicia Matthews

Dhrector Cable Division

Department of Telecommumieations and Energy
Ume South Station

Boston, MA 02110

Dear Director Matthews

The Internet Innovation Alhance 15 an association of nonprefit groups, business associations,
consumer advocates, think tanks, corporations and technology leaders. We believe in the power
of the broadband lnternet 1o inprove Americans' lives by encouraging innovation and freeing
the market torces that foster greater competition, job creation and economic growth.

The A s one of many public policy advecates supporting legislation to streamline
cumbersmne local video franchise regulations. Those regulations are a barrier to competitors
trving to enter the cable market and compete with the traditional cable TV monopolies 1o
provide wvideo programming, mcludmg Internet-based video services, as well as high-speed
[nternet access 1elephone, and other broadband services.

The laws goverming the market we know as cable TV are also holding back a promising new
souree of high speed mternet connections as well as internet-based phone services. True video
tranchise reform would expand networks and improve access for millions of Amerncans,
especially those most sensitive to the mexorable price mcreases imposed by the cable grants.

Furtherniore, broadband, high-speed digital and mteractive video service could bring in a new
wave of mnovauon o change our lives Experts anticipate such reform-enabled innovations
will lead to advances mn healthcare, education and entertainment, while creating new jobs in
Slassachusens and around the natvon. But without video franchise reforn, these mnovations
will emerge more slowly, costs will continue to nse and conswmers will lose out,

! The DTE must act 10 make sure Massachusetts 15 in the forefront of reforming these franchise
_ laws by looseming cumbersome regulations that lunmit access to underserved markets from
p qualitied providers The proposal betore yvou now that would achieve this. Approvimg it will
’ help strengthen our economy and attract businesses looking to relocate to states with better
mformanon wfrasuucture

www.internetinnovation.org
FO oBox 19231 B Washingtlon, D C 20036-2231 B www internetinnovation.org W (866) 970-3647
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it Theze networks can have an enormous effect on small- and home-based businesses’ ability
to market themselves and operate effectively, and they allow new means of doing business, such
as telecommuting and home sourcing. That cuts gasoline consumption and car enissions.

We thank vou for consideration of our views and look forward to your actions in this important
Area

Sicerely

Larey ltving, Co-Chairman Bruce Mehlman, Co-Chairman
Hit

Tne Intermet Innovation Alliance is an association of nonprofit groups, business associations, consumer
advocatas think tanks corporations and fechnology leaders: We believe in the power behind broadband
internet and its ability to improve American lives by encouraging innovation and freeing the market forces
that foster greater competition, job creation and economic growth.  The co-chairmen of A are Lamy
Irving, former Assistant Secretary of Commerce under Presigent Clinton, and Bruce Mehlman, former
Assistant Secratary of Commerce under Prasident George W. Bush,

lanice [atarks

[nrector of Consumer Affars and Business Regulaton
10 Park Flaza Suwite 5170
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Chairwoman Judith Judsan

Lepartment of Telecommunications and Enargy
One South Station

Boston & 02110

Commizsioner James Connelly

Lizpartment of Telecommunications and Energy
Cine South Jtabion

Bostan MA 02110

Comaussioner W Robart Keating

Depariment of Telkcommunications and Energy
One South Siation

Boston WA 02110

Commssionar Bran Faul Golden

Lepartment of Telkcommunications and Energy
Cine South Stakon

Boston BA 02110
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